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Filed for intro on  02/15/2000

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 471
By  Rinks

A RESOLUTION to direct the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation
to act as the lead agency in conducting a study
concerning the implementation of a statewide
coordinated system of police radio
communication.

WHEREAS, the rules and regulations of the Federal Communications Commission

permit police agencies to transmit and/or receive on public radio frequencies under certain

circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the state of Minnesota has adopted a statewide plan for a coordinated

system of police radio communication, which provides for the use of a certain common radio

frequency for emergency communications between police agencies; and

WHEREAS, the state of Tennessee should give serious consideration to promulgating

and adopting a similar statewide plan for a coordinated system of police radio communication,

as such plan has proved to be an unparalleled success in Minnesota; and
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WHEREAS, the implementation of a statewide common police emergency radio

frequency would be especially useful for sending out immediate alerts to police agencies across

the state about children who have been abducted, or who have potentially been abducted; and

WHEREAS, providing vital information about abducted children to police agencies in a

more expeditious manner would greatly increase the likelihood of finding these abducted

children (and finding them faster) and returning them safely to their homes; and

WHEREAS, one of the most essential functions of Tennessee's law enforcement

agencies is to protect those citizens who cannot protect themselves; nowhere else is this basic

police function more important than in the protection of our children; and

WHEREAS, this General Assembly should take all prudent and necessary action to

ensure that Tennessee's law enforcement agencies have the most advanced tools and training

possible to combat the societal menace presented by those who abduct children; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIRST

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That

the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is directed to act as the lead agency in conducting a

study to determine the feasibility of establishing a statewide plan for a coordinated system of

police radio communication in Tennessee.  The director of the TBI shall form a task force to

conduct this study.  The task force shall include equal representation from all three grand

divisions of the state with personnel on the task force to include local emergency management

agencies, municipal police officers, sheriffs and other law enforcement officials.  The director of

the TBI shall insure that both large and small municipalities and counties are represented on the

task force.  The study shall include, but not be limited to:

(1) the costs involved in establishing and maintaining such a system;
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(2) the types and amount of equipment that would be necessary to operate the

system, as well as an estimate of overall costs of purchasing and maintaining the

equipment; and

(3) a method to fund the system, including the types of cost-sharing

arrangements that may be established between and among state and local

governments, including emergency management agencies.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the director of the Tennessee Bureau of

Investigation shall report the findings and recommendations resulting from the study to the One

Hundred Second General Assembly by February 1, 2001.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an enrolled copy of this resolution be transmitted to

the director of the TBI.


